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By Craig Wilson, USA TODAY 

Singer Janis Ian's autobiography is 

 Enlarge By Peter Cunningham

Janis Ian penned her autobiography, Society's Child.
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 Reddit

 Facebook

What's this?

aptly called Society's Child 
(Tarcher/Penguin, 361 pp., $26.95) 
after her 1966 hit about an interracial 
relationship. USA TODAY caught up 
with Ian, 57, by phone at home in 
Nashville. 

1. Was writing this memoir 

cathartic, painful, wonderful?  

All the above. When it came time to write it, I just went 

right back into therapy! 

2. Do you think we've advanced much as a society 

since 1966, when radio stations refused to play 

Society's Child? 

That wouldn't happen now, I don't think. In a lot of ways, 

yes, we've advanced, and a lot of ways, no. I got married 

to my (lesbian) partner. How advanced is that? In that 

sense, it's a very different world. We're not there yet, but 

we've evolved enormously. 

FIND MORE STORIES IN: Nashville | Night Live | Child | 
George Carlin | Janis Ian  

3. You were on the first episode of Saturday Night 

Livein 1975, with the late George Carlin, no less. 

What's your memory?  

My memory of that night is foggy. I was sick. I had strep 

throat. I do remember that Carlin muttered on about 

wolverines.  

4. You turned down doing the soundtrack for The 

GraduateYour thoughts today? 

No regrets. Paul (Simon) did a much better job than I 

could have ever done at my age. 

5. What do you think is the biggest misperception 

people have about you? 

That I'm dead. A radio show recently did a beautiful 

eulogy of me. 
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 11h 17m ago  

I recently saw the first episode of SNL for the first time and noticed how stiff and uncomfortable 
she looked while performing. Her being ill that night might have explained this. 
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11h 35m ago  

I love that song 'at Seventeen"..it was and so great of a song. 
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13h 34m ago  

At Seventeen was and still is a masterpiece of haunting melody and soulful sounds. I love this 
lady. 
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15h 55m ago  

Geez.....this is the homosexual blog.... 

 
Recommend   | Report Abuse

 

15h 57m ago  

"I got married to my (lesbian) partner." 
 
There's NO SUCH THING. 
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18h 24m ago  

marietx 
 
FYI - a lot of us out here think that lesbians are "ewwwww" - and your opinion of us is no more 
important than our opinion of them. Get over yourself and stop portraying yourself as superior - 
you're not. 
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19h 55m ago  

pacann wrote: 8h 14m ago  
Lesbian? ewwwww. I had no idea 
 
************** 
 
Brainless bigots. Ewwwwww. 
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21h 22m ago  

I just saw the re-run of the SNL after George Carlin died. I had not thought of her in years. The 
song still sounds good after all these years. 
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22h 44m ago  

I'm not sure if seventeen was a self portrait of yourself in words, but you definetly were a 
Beauty Queen. Your beauty was real physically and emotionally. 
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